[Pilomatrixoma - an important differential diagnosis of facial masses].
Pilomatrixoma are rare tumors usually arising from the sebaceous glands in the subcutaneous tissue. They are the most frequent superficially localized tumors of the cheek and parotid region in children. About 20% of all tumors in this area in children are pilomatrixoma. Currently there are only a few studies in the literature which describe characteristic findings in these tumors. The purpose of the present study was to describe clinical, sonographical and morphological characteristics of these rare tumors. Clinical records of 6 patients which were operated on for a pilomatrixoma were retrospectively analyzed. All tumors were completely excised followed by an histopathological examination on H&E stained specimens. All patients reported about a slowly growing painless mass in the parotid area or nuchal. Sonographically tumors displayed as hyperechoic masses with a dorsal sound extinction, due to hypercalcification. Histopathologically all tumors were characterized by typical basaloid and ghost cells, accompanied by a foreign-body reaction. Pilomatrixoma are an important differential diagnosis of unclear masses in the head and neck especially in children. The sonographical characteristics are variable and unspecific. A fine-needle aspiration biopsy is not recommended, since false malignant cytologic findings occur quite often. Therapeutically complete excision is required. Usually no adjuvant therapy is necessary, and the prognosis is good.